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Welcome to the 2008 TBBJ

BusinessWoman of the Year publication

This is no place for marketing hype. Tampa
Bay Business Journal readers know they
don’t get that here.

As you will soon see in the following pages,
strong voices of accomplished
women ring loud as their sto-
ries are told. As individuals,
these women have worked
very hard to achieve their sta-
tus in the business community,
and as driving forces in their
companies and government,
they are influential within their
respective sectors and beyond.

Annually, TBBJ brings businesswomen into
the spotlight through the BusinessWoman
of the Year awards process and the Women-
owned businesses List.

Why do we recognize them? It's a question
prompting discussion over lunch, over the
phone and in the newsroom. As diverse as
women in business are, so are the answers
1o this question.

McConnell

A simple, direct, Olympic-style response
came from my 18-year-old daughter, and |
would like to share that with you: “To show
it can be done.”

As successful women in business know,
questioning is good, and annually during the
BusinessWoman of the Year awards process,
TBBJ becomes more exposed to the thoughts
of people in business about this particular
focus on women. Comments overwhelmingly
are positive, and they come with gratitude,
but also there are reservations expressed
concerning changing times and a continued
necessity for and interest in BusinessWoman
of the Year awards.

Generational and political differences come
forward as women support the awards and
as they question them. Positive reinforcement
such as that which comes with these awards
is difficult to knock. On the other hand, some
people see the awards as separatist, counter
to women'’s quest for integration into the
mainstream.

But, as anyone who reads this publica-
tion and/or who attends the annual awards
ceremonies sees, there is great value in get-
ting to know the winners. They are the gold
medalists in our business community.

Silver and bronze medalists along with the
rest of us out there attending business games
or watching them become riveted when of-
fered the opportunity to learn what it’s like
going for the gold. For the rest of us, while
in our own way we are winners when we do
well in business, the 2008 businesswomen
of the year bring us out of our everyday and
demonstrate entrepreneurially and in the
corporate world, manufacturing, publishing
and nonprofits what can be done.
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Judges for the 2008 BusinessVWoman of the Year Awards

Penny Hulbert,
founder and
president of Links
Financial LLC

Anne Lee, president
at First Bank

Winnie Marvel, owner
of Magnon Jewelers
and the Tampa Bay
Business Journal's 2007
Business Services
BusinessWoman

of the Year winner
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